“Peace United Church of Christ is a multigenerational community of faith.
We welcome people of all ages, races, and life situations to join us
in our calling to serve as the hands and feet of Christ.”
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Summer Soul Refresher
Here are the last three Summer Soul Refresher’s (Continued from
last month’s Tidings)

3. Remember God’s faithfulness.

During hard seasons, you may have to rely on the evidence of God’s
faithfulness in the past to carry you through present struggles. Like
memories shared with longtime friends, your spiritual scrapbook will
grow the longer you know Christ.
Write down stories of God’s provision and protection, and return to that
list when you feel doubts creeping in.
“For the believer, our confidence does not rest in the passing things of
this world. We place our faith in the unchanging nature of God.” —
Franklin Graham

4. Review your calendar.

Nothing reveals our priorities quite like our calendars. You can say all
the right things about God and believe them to be true, but the Bible
says, “Faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead” (James 2:17).
Would your life look any different if you weren’t a Christ follower? If
you’re struggling to find time to spend in God’s Word, take a moment to
reevaluate your schedule.
“We are accountable to [God] for the way we use our time.” —Billy
Graham

5. Give yourself grace.

We have to fight our sinful nature daily. Some days will feel like successes, and others like utter failures.
When you fall back into bad habits, don’t wallow in guilt. That’s not the
message God sends us through His Word. Instead it says, “The steadfast
love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they
are new every morning” (Lamentations 3:22-23).
Thank God for His mercies, and allow Him to transform your life—
starting today.

July 2022
Sun

3
9:00 am
Worship with
Communion

Mon

Tue

* Coffee
Fellowship after
Worship
Services on
Sunday
Mornings

Office Open
Monday thru
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Happy Birthday,
Chelsia Picha!

Happy Birthday,
Marlene
Marmann!
Happy Anniversary, Darwin &
Kristina Miller!
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Birthday, Kristy
Drips!
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Happy Birthday,
Janice Possehl!
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Happy Birthday,
Drake Dennler!
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Office Closed
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Happy Birthday,
Ken Weber!
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Happy Birthday,
Violet Sadewasser!

9:00 am
4pm—Stephen’s
9am: Women’s
Worship
Ministry
Happy Birthday, Bible Study
5:30pm
Lucille Eberhardt,
Happy Birthday,
Church Council David Derhammer,
Collin Jester!

9:00 am:
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______________
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9am: Women’s
Bible Study

Happy Birthday,
Bill McHugh &
Gloria Robbins!
Office Closed

10
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9am: Women’s
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5:oo –6:30pm
Grace Café

Happy Birthday,
Darwin Miller!

Happy Birthday,
Gerald Reimer! Happy Birthday,
Levi Miller !
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9am: Women’s
Bible Study
Happy Birthday,
Haley Rentschler!

Happy Birthday,
Lois Storbeck &
Melissa Patrick!

August Tidings Deadline
July Tidings newsletter deadline will be Wednesday, July 20th. Please submit dates and articles by this
date. Please email: peaceucc@alpinecom.net or call 563-245 2126 Thanks for all your time and
involvement in Peace UCC!

Stephen’s Ministry
The phone rang and I was so hoping it was someone who
was interested in Stephen Ministry training.
"Hello?"
"Hi. How are you? I hope you aren't mad at me for turning
you down about Stephen Ministry training. "
"Of course I'm not mad. I was going to call to see if you
had any questions about it. Most people say 'no' at first. I
know I did."
"Really?"
"I have time now. Ask away."
"How much of my time will it really involve?"
"You will commit to two years but during that time you
will be training. As a Stephen Minister you will visit about
once a week for about an hour with your Care Receiver.
You will also attend supervision and continuing education," I replied.
"Will it cost me anything for the training?" She wavered a
little.
'Please rest assured that it will only cost you your TIME.
You are not expected to spend any money whatsoever on
your care receiver. You might arrange special services but
your Stephen Leader will assist there."
She said, "Will my phone be ringing constantly?"
"No. You will care for one Receiver at a time. If that happens, you will learn about limits."
"You sound a little nervous. Is there something else you're
concerned about?"
"What if I get in over my head with people who need more
care than I can give?"
"First of all, you will never be knowingly assigned in those
situations. All you need to do is ask your Supervisor,
Group, or Stephen Leader. You will have support always.
The most important part is learning to pray for your care
receiver.....any more questions?"
"Yes. Who will be the care receivers ?"
"Members of our congregation who experience special
times of difficulty. Stephen Ministry is a way to reach out
to others and just BE THERE for them. You will learn to
really listen to them and to let them know they are not
alone. I guess the most important thing is being confidential as they let you into their lives. Now that is an honor."
"Just one more thing. Are other people as scared as I am
about this undertaking?"
"Probably so but your training will help you through any
of your concerns. We have the Lord Jesus Christ on our
side. It can't be much better than that."
"How do I apply?"
"Fill out an application form in the office. Our new Stephen Leader will be available to discuss it with you."
"Just one more thing. Can we meet for coffee sometime?"
"Sure. How's tomorrow sound?:
TO BE CONTINUED......

Interested in volunteering? Contact
the church office to sign up!
Sunday, July 3
Open/Close : John & Sue Gnagy
Acolytes: Jonah & Isaiah Burns
Scripture Reader: John Gnagy
Greeters& Ushers: Gwen Dettbarn
Fellowship: Sharon & Ken Seney
Sunday, July 10
Open/Close: Nancy McClure
Acolytes: Ayden Schutte
Scripture Reader: Sharon Seney
Greeters & Ushers: Bob & Hila Garms
Fellowship: Jane W & Betty M
Sunday, July 17
Open/Close: Carl & Laura Moser
Acolytes: Reese & Rylie Kuhse
Scripture Reader: Sue Gnagy
Greeters& Ushers: Barb Chandler
Fellowship: John & Sue Gnagy
Sunday, July 24
Open/Close: Sue Stott
Acolytes: Maddie & Millie Burns
Scripture Reader: Gwen Dettbarn
Greeters & Ushers: Dave & Fran Derhammer
Fellowship: Gerry & Sandy Kramer
Sunday, July 31
Open/Close: Bruce Landis
Acolytes: Ayden Schutte
Scripture Reader: Fran Derhammer
Greeters & Ushers: Gerry & Sandy Kramer
Fellowship: Volunteer Needed*

Grace Café
Grace Café had another wonderful meal and good
turn out in June. We served approximately 50 people! Thank you to Stephan’s Ministers. Our July
meal is Thursday, July 21 from 5pm-6:30p.m. Our
menu will be Joanne’s special grilled sandwiches
(homemade bread, turkey or ham and cheese)
Nana’s potato salad, Nan’s calico beans and fruit
crisp (maybe cherry and peach). Come and enjoy
the fellowship and food. There is no charge for this
meal. We will do carry outs and deliveries in town.
If you would like a carry out, please call 563-2452126 (church office) or emailpeaceucc@alpinecom.net or
dnjgray@alpinecom.net. This meal is open to
everyone, please bring a friend or neighbor to
enjoy our bounty.

Attendance & Worship Offerings
June 5, 2022

40

$3,060.00

June 12, 2022

47

$1,966.00

June 19, 2022

49

$531.00

June 26, 2022

62

$605.00

Greg Anderson, Dorothy Buckner

Dave Dennler

Tom Gifford

Linda Cranston

Denis Glesne

Fred Knoke

Gerry Kramer

Anne Perry

Lucena Phelps

Floyd Possehl

Sharon Reichert

Harry & Gloria
Robbins

Karen Tieden

Care Center/Assisted Living Residents
Karen Glesne, Connie Koehn, Vi Sadewasser,
Eydie Seeland., Elvera Palas

Christian Education...Mark Your Calendar!
When: Thursday, July 14th (early!)
Where: Waterloo, IA
What: Mission Trip to volunteer at House of Hope,
Cedar Bend Humane Society, and Northeast Iowa Food
Bank. With a fun celebration at the end of the day.
Contact Jane Metcalf with questions or to RSVP!

June Items Needed:
Peanut Buter, Tuna, Jello, Pudding, Canned Fruit,
Men’s & Women’s Shorts/Jeans, Teen Sizes (boy/girl)
Items needed each month:
Canned food, paper goods, toilet paper, paper
towels, shampoo, conditioner, soap, toothpaste, dish
detergent, powdered laundry detergent, baby diapers
(all sizes), baby wipes, baby powder, tuna, peanut butter, mac & cheese.

Bread for the Journey
Sunday, July 3rd:
Fourth Sunday after
Pentecost

2 Kings 5:1-14
Isaiah 66:10-14
Galatians 6:(1-6), 7-16
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

Sunday, July 10th:
Fifth Sunday after
Pentecost

Luke 10:25-37
Amos 7:7-17
Deuteronomy 30:9-14
Colossians 1:1-14

Sunday, July 17th:
Sixth Sunday after
Pentecost

Luke 10:38-42

Sunday, July 24th:
Seventh Sunday after
Pentecost

Luke 11:1-13
Hosea 1:2-10
Genesis 18:20-32
Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19)

Sunday, July 31st:
Eighth Sunday after
Pentecost

Luke 12:13-21
Hosea 11:1-11
Eccl. 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23
Colossians 3:1-11

Amos 8:1-12
Genesis 18:1-10a
Colossians 1:15-28

Interested in Joining Bell Choir?
Peace Church Handbells needs one more ringer. If
you are interested, contact the church office. Anyone
wanting to learn the basics could start this summer.

Shepherd of the Hill - Back to School 4
Kids
It is that time of year again, where we ask the congregations and
public to be mindful of our Back to School event that supports
the children in our area. Through physical donations of backpacks/school supplies and monetary donations we can fill backpacks to many children. Last year we filled 152 backpacks. With
the struggles all over the economy, children getting a good education starts with being prepared. Let’s come together and FILL
THOSE BACKPACKS! General items in need are: Crayons,
scissors, pens, Elmer’s glue, glue sticks, pencils, pencil sharpeners,
erasers, pencil boxes, colored pencils, dry erase markers, permanent markers, highlighters, washable markers (thin & wide), assorted color 2 pocket folders, loose leaf paper, notebooks (wide
and narrow rule), composition notebooks, 3x5 index cards,
Kleenex, 1/2”, 1” or 1½” 3-ring binders (floppy & firm), head
phones or ear buds, scientific calculators, USB flash drives. All
donations can be dropped off at SOTH during business hours.
Monetary donations can be mailed to SOTH directly. (See address below) Please remember to indicate on the memo line
BACK TO SCHOOL.

Peace Church Council Meeting

May 5, 2022

Call to order: President Jay Moser called the meeting to order at 5:29 p.m. Present were Bruce Landis, Jane Metcalf,
Lucy Sharp, and Lanette Schutte. Elaine Knoke-Martin was absent.
Carol Grau stopped by on behalf of her sister Daphne Maree. She is ordained and thought she might be a good fit.
She left us with some information which we will give to the search committee once it is formed.
Minutes: Bruce approved the minutes from Mays council meeting as well as the minutes from the special meeting
held on June 6th. Jane seconded and the motion carried.
Financial Report: Bruce reported that we are 42% through the year and or pledges are down 34%. Even with
those stats he feels we are still on track. The tenant has moved out, all rent was paid, and check was cut to reimburse
their deposit. There is $8000 in the Organ/piano fund. Maintenance was done and payment was submitted for payment. Jane moved that we remove the money from the Organ/piano fund and put in the general fund for the cost
of maintenance. Lucy seconded and the motion carried. Bruce has been investigating the accounts the church has
and we will be developing a procedure for these accounts. Bruce also created a document that shows the projects we
have been working on and the cost to submit to the Memorial Committee so they understand what has been done
and other projects that could possible be completed in the future.
While cleaning out the Pastors office $100 was found for the discretionary fund. It was discussed that we will get
Elkader dollars to be used for those in need.
Pastor’s Report: Jay reported that Pastor Mark was asking about payment. He will investigate this. Jane is also going to check to make sure Pam was paid for her services on May 29th. Riley Anderson will be with us through June.
Pastor Mark will be filling in off and on and he will help line up students when need be. We talked about moving
communion to the 2nd Sunday so we can have Pastor Mark available to serve.
Committee Reports:
Christian Education: Jane reported that the Mission Trip with the kids is set for July 14th. They will be leaving early in the day to head to Waterloo. They will work at the House of Hope, Cedar Bend Humane Society and
Northeast Iowa Food Bank. At the end of the day, they will do something fun.
Buildings & Grounds: Jay reported that the dehumidifier is working in the basement. Alliant Energy will be
at the house to install a separate meter at the Parsonage on Thursday. Still waiting to hear from Black Hills. We discussed rent options for the Parsonage if utilities are separate from the church.
Worship: Lucy has special music planned for several Sundays. She also suggested that we have a service outside at Founders Park. Date discussed for this is August 14th. Bruce or Jane will reach out to Sophia Landis to see if
they would like to perform special music, for our outside service. It was also suggested that we reach out to Ann
Franta for a Choir Director. Tom and Joan Struss and Charlie Lammers were also suggested as possible options
Missions: See Christian Ed report.
Memorial: Elaine was absent, no report.
New Business:
We discussed getting a credit card for the church. It could be used for Tidings postage and other approved purchases. Jay is going to ask Deb to check into card options.
Bruce and Jane created a survey to access the needs of our church community. We reviewed and after a few updates
asked Jane to develop and get ready to mail out. We have set a date of July 8 to have surveys returned. We are also
going to include a note about reaching out to the church office if interested in being on the search committee. An
announcement was made in church, and we have had some interest in participating.
Next Council Meeting: July 11 ,2022, at 5:30 p.m.
Devotions: Lanette
Adjournment: Jane moved the meeting be adjourned. Lanette seconded. The motion carried. President Jay Moser
adjourned the meeting at 7:03 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,
Lanette Schutte, Council Secretary

If you are interested in ordering flowers for
the altar, please sign up on the calendar in the
church foyer by the Sunday before your desired date. The cost for altar flowers is $25
and is due by the end of the month ordered.
Make payments out to Peace UCC.

There are several ways to access Peace UCC’s new
YouTube Channel! Here are a couple of options for
you to access our latest uploads, and to get notified of
live streams.
 Go to YouTube and type “Peace United Church of
Christ—Elkader” in the search bar. You will see a
listing of uploads and also the link to the church’s
Channel (look for our logo). Click on the Channel
link and either scroll through videos to watch or
click “Subscribe” to receive notifications of new
uploads.
 Access our YouTube page from the church website.
Go to peacechurchelkader.org and either click on
the YouTube icon in the top right hand corner, or
scroll down to the “This Week’s Service” section
and click “View Now.”
Remember, viewing church services online is not the
same as attending in person. We are thankful for the
ability to share services with those who are frail and unable to attend in person, but we look forward to fellowshipping and worshipping with you in person too!
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