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      “Peace United Church of Christ is a multigenerational  

           community of faith.  We welcome people of all  

     ages, races, and life situations to join  us  

          in our calling to serve as the hands  

          and feet of Christ.” 

	�
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�  Andrea Mericle, Pastor 

 

301 North Main Street 

PO Box 268 

Elkader, Iowa 52043 

 

563/245-2126 

 

Office Hours 

Monday—Friday 

8:30 am—12:30 pm 

 

Email: 

peaceucc@alpinecom.net 

 

Website: 

www.peacechurchelkader.org 

 

Facebook: 

facebook.com/ 

peacechurchelkader 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Day Dinner - 2011�
�

On Saturday morning, December 24th, we had members of the                    
congregation who volunteered to help arrange, set up and decorate the 
tables. These included: Ed Patrick, Melissa Wilke, Deb DeShaw, and 
Janice and Floyd Possehl.�
 We also had excellent workers on Christmas Day and they were: 
Steve and Juanita Doeppke, Steve and Ann McCorkindale, Verna Kuehl 
and her son  Bart, Deb DeShaw, Jenni Koresh, Pam and Mark Reinig and 
Roger and Luke Buchholz. We had 94 people who enjoyed our menu of: 
turkey, ham, mashed potatoes and gravy, dressing, sweet potato casserole, 
hot vegetables, salads, rolls, desserts and milk and coffee.�
The Senior Meal Site was closed on Monday so we prepared 12 meals 
that were delivered to those shut-ins.�
 We are thankful for those who donated food, money or time to 
help make this a time for people to enjoy the company of others and most 
of all to remember the reason for the season.�
After bills were paid a check was issued to Shepherd of the Hills in the   
amount of  $528.41.       
   
         Betty Buchholz and Diane Finley�
�
�
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 The news recently has included the report that in 
2011 a new record was set for billion dollar weather                  
disasters.  Your faithful and generous gifts to OCWM            
support the infrastructure of UCC disaster response            
ministries both in the U.S. and worldwide.  This means 
that we gather special offerings for disaster relief, your 
offerings provide the essential relief supplies needed by 
brothers and sisters struggling to recover.  Thank you!     

 A part of my work on your behalf is to support                  
congregations in the search process and to encourage very 
gifted pastors to accept calls to ministry in the Iowa                 
Conference.  As my colleague Tony Stoik and I work to 
provide excellent ministry to searching congregations and                    
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     January 15, 2012 
 

 
 

 Call to Order  

Steve McCorkindale called the meeting of the Peace UCC 
Council to order at  10:07 a.m.  Present were members:  
McCorkindale, Wessel, Kuehl, Stott, Garms, Durbin and 
Mericle. Present also were newly elected members: Moser, 
Buckman, and Dennler. 

Opening Prayer 

Pastor Andrea opened the meeting with prayer. 

Minutes 

Kuehl moved the minutes of the December meeting be               
approved. Durbin seconded. The motion carried. 

Financial Report 

Wessel moved the Financial Report be approved as printed. 
Kuehl seconded. The motion carried. 

Committee Reports 

Christian Ed - Durbin had nothing to report. 

Building & Grounds - Wessel reported the parsonage garage 
door had been repaired for $599.20.  And a bill for $1053.84 
had been received for a November problem with a gas valve 
on the boiler. Susan will be making signs to be posted for the 
elevator showing maximum number of pounds. 

Worship - Stott had nothing to share. 

Missions - Garms reported the committee is working on a trip 
this summer to Joplin, Missouri and will be applying for a 
$500 grant to help with expenses.  The grant requires the trip 
to include others from the community. 

Finance - Dennler shared information concerning the budget 
proposed for 2012. 

Pastor’s Report 

Pastor Andrea reported one funeral and an upcoming baptism 
January 29, as well as four new members joining on January 
22.  The Committee on Ministry will meet at 5:30 on                   
February 2. 

Old Business 

Stott will be contacting co-chairs for the new church                    
directory which is scheduled for April. 

New Business 

The 2012 Budget Proposal was explained by Dennler.  Stott 
moved and Wessel seconded that Susan Palas’s wage be               
increased from $11.00 to $11.50/ hour.  The motion carried. 
It was moved by Durbin, seconded by Kuehl that the 2012               
proposed budget of $128,788 be approved. The motion             
carried. 

Recommendations coming from the Finance Committee                
include the following: 

•Look into a circulation pump for hot water 

•Get a programmable thermostat 

•Consider eleven months of Tidings, combining Je/Jy 

•Move toward more intinction for communion 

•Have an auditing committee of three people 

•Use the new software to improve financial record keeping to 
include savings account and endowment account 

•Inlude a graph for the annual report to show giving units 

•Include compensation to Pastor Andrea in the annual report 

Mericle noted that it is time for another Energy Audit at 
Peace Church and parsonage. 

The following slate of officers will serve for 2012: 

President: Sue Stott 

Vice President: Gary Kuehl 

Secretary: Hila Garms 

Treasurer: Kurt Dennler 

It is noted that signatures approved by the council for Peace 
UCC business in 2012 will be: Susan Palas, Kurt Dennler, 
and Sue Stott. 

Committee liaisons will be: 

Christian Ed: Michelle Moser 

Building & Grounds: Gary Kuehl 

Finance: Kurt Dennler 

Missions: Hila Garms 

Worship: Dirk Buckman 

Adjournment  

Wessel moved the meeting be adjourned. Kuehl seconded. 
The meeting adjourned at  10:57 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Hila Garms 

Secretary�
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PEACE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST                                                                                     CAR-RT-SORT 

P.O. BOX 268                                                                                                                                NON-PROFIT  

ELKADER, IOWA  52043-0268                                                                           U.S. POSTAL PERMIT NO. 45 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED                                                                                  ELKADER, IA  52043 


